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After being recruited by Concordia Head
Coach Jim Braun in his hometown of Berlin,
Wisconsin, Bill Brooks attended Concordia
from 1980-84 where he was the starting
quarterback on the Comet football team
for three seasons. Brooks also competed

as a member of the CSP golf team in 1983
and 1984.

Brooks' leadership under center led the
Comets to an Upper Midwest Athletic
Conference (UMAC) championship in 1982.
He was named to the all-conference squad
in both 1982 and 1983, also leading the
conference in passing yards in 1983.

Despite playing in an era that placed less
emphasis on the passing game, Brooks held
every major Concordia passing record at
the time of his graduation with many of his
career statistics still ranking in the top 15 in
program history more than four decades
later. Throughout his four years with the
football team, Brooks accounted for 30 total
touchdowns (21 passing, nine rushing), tied
for the 15th most in school history, and 2,861
passing yards, 13th most in program history.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in
business from Concordia in 1984, Bill began
his career at McGregor Sand Knit in Berlin,
Wisconsin before transitioning to a sales
role with Alliance Laundry Systems/UniMac,
eventually working his way up to the title
of North America Sales Manager before his
retirement in May of 2022.
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BILL BROOKS
B.A.'84 - Football, Golf

Bill was also active in the Berlin community,
dedicating 36 years of his busy life to the
Berlin Fire Department, serving as Captain.
He used his position in the laundry industry
to ensure fire departments nationwide had
the right laundry machines for cleaning
personal protective equipment to help keep
fellow firefighters safe. He was also an active
member of St. John Lutheran Church where
he served in many organizations. His passion
was serving on the Board of Trustees.

One of his greatest achievements of his
time at Concordia-St. Paul was meeting Amy
Meyer, the love of his life. They met in 1984,
married on April 23, 1988, and raised two
amazing young men together, Steven and
Michael. His family brought him his greatest
pride and joy. As a devoted father, he taught
his sons the value of kindness, generosity,
and laughter. Then becoming a grandfather,
he was the best around, showering his

two beautiful granddaughters, Everly and
Hallie, with affection, love, and endless
amusement. Bill went to his eternal home on
November 12, 2024 at the age of 62, due to
an undiagnosed blood clot in his lung. He
will forever be missed and loved.



A two-time All-NSIC performer and the first
All-American in Concordia’s NCAA Division
Il program history, Mike Cullen is one of
the most accomplished throwers ever to
compete for Golden Bear track & field.

The Green Bay, Wisconsin native was
recruited to Concordia as a defensive lineman
in the football program, spending three years
with the football team including a redshirt
season in his first year on campus. But it was
track & field where he made an immediate
impact in his first season in the navy and
gold, breaking the school record in the
indoor shot put with a mark of 14.65 meters
in his very first collegiate meet in 2011.

Cullen continued to improve in each season
after missing the 2012 campaign due to an
injury which ultimately led to the end of

his football career, but didn’t stop him from
improving his school record in the indoor
shot put to 15.10 meters in 2013 and 15.93
meters in 2014.

After honing his craft in the prior four
seasons, Cullen capped off his career on a
high note in 2015 when he captured the
NSIC title and All-NSIC Honors in the indoor
shot put with a new school record toss of
17.03 meters. He would go on to become
the first USTFCCCA All-American in program

MIKE CULLEN
B.A."15 - Track & Field, Football

history with an 11th-place finish in

the shot put at the NCAA Indoor
Championships, earning second team
honors. He also earned All-NSIC honors

in the outdoor shot put with a third-place
finish at the conference championships.

Across his four seasons of competition,
Cullen scored at the conference meet in
five of his eight opportunities.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice and communication from Concordia
in 2015, Cullen began working for the Eau
Claire Police Department in Eau Claire,
Wisconsin in 2016. In that role, he has had the
opportunity to be a part of several specialties
including the Tactical Response Team, Crisis
Intervention Team, Force Options Team, Peer
Support and Less Lethal. In 2025, he was
promoted to the title of sergeant. He has also
served as a school resource officer, track and
field coach, and football coach at Eau Claire
North High School. Michael is engaged to his
fiancé, Mariah, and is set to get married

in May of 2026.
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A four-year starter and key member of
Concordia teams that competed in three
NSIC Tournaments, Dalton is one of the most
decorated hitters in the history of Golden
Bear baseball.

The Minnetonka, Minnesota native
immediately made his presence known in

his first season at Concordia, starting all 44
games at second base and batting .369 with
55 hits, 31 runs and 14 RBIs. In year two,
Dalton once again started all 36 games at
second base, hitting .333 with 41 hits, 19 runs
and 12 RBIs while helping the Golden Bears
reach the NSIC Tournament for the first time
since 2008.

Dalton took a massive leap forward in his
junior campaign, moving into a utility role
where he started 23 games in center field,
two in left field, and 17 at second base. In that
season, he slashed 436/.478/.497, logging 71
hits, 38 runs, 25 RBIs in 163 at bats. He had
new career-highs of eight extra-base hits and
hit his first career home run. He led the NSIC
in batting average and ranked eighth in all of
Division Il, earning a Daktronics All-America
First Team selection.
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KYLE DALTON
B.A."15 - Baseball

Dalton had another strong year in his senior
season, starting all 44 games with a .358
average, 58 hits, 33 runs and 14 RBIs with a
career-high 12 extra-base hits (nine doubles,
three triples) to help Concordia to its third
straight NSIC Tournament appearance.

After graduating with his bachelor’s degree
in English literature from Concordia in 2015,
Dalton spent time coaching at Northstar
Baseball in Eagan, Minnesota where he
worked with young baseball players to
instill in them the love for the game that
he experienced while at CSP. He now works
at Triple Diamond Sports in Burnsville,
Minnesota where he is responsible for the
scheduling, oversight, and fulfillment of
sports card breaks.

Dalton resides in Cottage Grove, Minnesota
with his wife, Christina, newborn son, and
goldendoodle, Phoenix.



A three-year starter as a defensive lineman on
the Comet football team, Edwin Doepel was
a key contributor on Concordia’s first-ever
conference championship squad in 1976.

Doepel started his first game at Concordia
in his sophomore season of 1973, making
an immediate impact with 97 total tackles,
a fumble recovery, and a blocked kick in his
debut season.

After taking a year off in 1974, Doepel
returned to the team in 1975 where he led
the Comets in tackles, sacks, and fumble
recoveries to earn his first all-conference nod.
In his senior season in 1976, Doepel tallied

110 total tackles, three fumble recoveries, and
four sacks to secure his second straight all-
conference selection and propel Concordia to
its first-ever conference title.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in
elementary education from Concordia in
1977, Doepel attended Concordia Seminary
in St. Louis, Missouri where he obtained

a Master of Divinity degree in 1981. Later

in 1981, Doepel was installed as the first
resident Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in
McAlester, Oklahoma.

EDWIN DOEPEL
B.A.'77 - Football

Since 1996, Doepel has been instrumental in
the development of several new churches,
including Crossroads Community Church of
the Fox Valley and Resurrection Church of the
Fox Valley.

Doepel also served in the Army as a chaplain
for 15 years and was deployed to the Middle
East for Operation Desert Shield/Desert
Storm in 1990. While there, he helped build
two sand chapels, one in Kuwait and one in
Irag, where numerous soldiers came to Christ.
For this and other service in the theater, he
was awarded the Bronze Star.

Following his retirement in 2021, Doepel now
serves as a Police Chaplain with the Aurora
PD and as a volunteer staff person at Bedrock
Church in Sarasota, Florida. Doepel and his
wife, Ruth, were married in 1977, have three
children and nine grandchildren.
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One of the most successful pole vaulters in
Concordia’s history, Esther (Jandrich) Fleigle
earned three all-conference selections and
an all-region nod while qualifying for the
NCAA Championships two times across her
four-year career.

After competing in the multi-events in her
first season on campus, Fleigle shifted her
focus to the pole vault in her sophomore
campaign. She found immediate success

in that event, placing second at the NSIC
Indoor Championships and third at the NSIC
Outdoor Championships to secure two All-
NSIC selections.

She capped off her career in 2015 with
another All-NSIC nod, placing third at the
outdoor championships and qualifying
for the national meet after also qualifying
in the indoor season. Fleigle still holds the
Concordia records in both the indoor and
outdoor pole vault, setting both marks in
her senior campaign.
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ESTHER (JANDRICH) FLEIGLE
B.A."15 - Track & Field

After graduating in 2015, Fleigle began her
career as a special education paraprofessional
for Mounds View Public Schools. She
eventually went on to found Fleigle’s
Athletics, a year-round track & field training
and competing club. There, she specializes in
the vertical jumps, with some of her athletes
going on to participate in state, regional,
national and one international competition.
She is also a freelance artist where she
participates in community art events and
hosts small group community art classes.



A five-time all-conference selection across two
sports, Johnny (Sedlock) Love was a standout
student-athlete on both the football and
baseball fields at Concordia

A middle linebacker and nose guard on the
football team, Love earned all-conference
honors in four consecutive seasons from 1981-
1984. On the baseball team, Love was named
All-Conference in 1984.

Love's 371 career total tackles still rank second
in program history more than four decades
later, with his 249 solo tackles ranking first in
program history. His 28 tackles for loss rank
14th in school history. He also recovered four
fumbles and brought down six interceptions
throughout his career, including two that were
returned for touchdowns.

The record books from the baseball program
during Love’s playing career aren't available,
but the All-UMAC performer recalls leading the
team in home runs in each of his two seasons
on the team including breaking Roger Lind's
1981 single-season home run record of 12.

Following his graduation in 1986, he was an
assistant football coach in 1986 and the head
baseball coach in 1987 before he began a
seven-year career as a professional wrestler
including stints with the PWA, AWA, NWA,

JOHNNY (SEDLOCK) LOVE
B.A.'86 - Football, Baseball

Calgary Stampede, and an extended European
tour. Throughout his career, Love worked
alongside wrestling legends including Baron
Von Raske, Mad Dog Vachon, The Shiek, and
Kenny “The Sodbuster” Jay. Love purchased Los
Campeones Gym with his business partner in
1990 and retired from wrestling in 1993 to focus
on running the gym.

After selling the gym following more than 20
years of ownership, Love became the horse
racing handicapper for the Minneapolis Star
Tribune with his picks for Canterbury Park, the
Triple Crown, and the Breeders’ Cup appearing
in the paper from 2011-2020.

Love, now retired, resides in Chandler, Arizona

with his wife of 32 years, Shawn. Together, the
pair have two sons, Nico and Julian.
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The founding member of Concordia'’s
now eight-member 1,000-kill, 1,000-dig
club, Mandy (Horazdovsky) Padjen was
an instrumental part of the program’s
transformation into an NCAA Division Il
volleyball powerhouse.

An outside hitter for the Golden Bears,
Padjen achieved instant recognition in her
first season on the court as she was named
NSIC Freshman of the Year and an All-NSIC
Honorable Mention in 2000 after leading the
team in both kills (343) and digs (345). In her
sophomore season in 2001, Padjen ranked
second on the team with 357 digs while
adding 201 kills, fourth most on the team.

In 2002, Padjen once again led the team with
422 digs and added 254 kills, earning All-NSIC
First Team honors while helping the Golden
Bears to a 24-9 overall record and 13-5 mark
in NSIC play.

Padjen helped the program reach new
heights in her senior campaign in 2003,
tallying 576 digs and 322 kills to earn All-
NSIC First Team honors and propel the
Golden Bears to their first of 11-straight
NSIC regular season titles, the program'’s
first NCAA Region Championship before
finishing as Division Il national runner-up,
reaching the national championship match
while finishing 32-4 overall.
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MANDY (HORAZDOVSKY)

PADJEN
B.A.'04 - Volleyball

After graduating from Concordia in 2004,
Padjen spent nearly 20 years working as a
math teacher and data specialist for Wayzata
Public Schools. She now operates her

own business as a design consultant and
renovation specialist, helping clients transform
their spaces into both functional and beautiful
environments. She has also served as a youth
volleyball coach at MN Select for more than 10
years, including coaching her own daughter
for the past five years.

Padjen resides in Maple Grove, Minnesota,
with her husband George, daughter Mia,
and puppy, Hazel.



A four-time All-NSIC selection and
Concordia’s all-time leader in made field
goals, Anika Whiting finished her career as
one of the most impactful players in the
history of Golden Bear women's basketball.

Whiting proved to be a four-year starter
for the Golden Bears, garnering an All-
NSIC Second Team nod in her freshman
season after averaging 10.8 points and 5.8
rebounds per game. She took a major step
in her sophomore campaign in the 2012-13
season, earning NSIC Player of the Year and
Daktronics All-America Honorable Mention
honors after averaging 17.6 points and 7.2
rebounds per game to lead the Bears to an
NCAA Tournament appearance.

In her junior campaign, she put together
one of the strongest individual seasons in
program history as she set the school record
with 655 points while pulling down a career-
high 267 rebounds to earn All-NSIC First
Team and NCAA All-Region Second Team
honors. Her individual success also propelled
Concordia to one of its most successful
seasons ever as the Golden Bears reached
the NCAA Elite Eight for the first and only
time in school history, winning the NCAA
Central Region Tournament championship.

ANIKA WHITING
B.S."15 - Basketball

Whiting capped off her career with another
successful year in 2014-15, averaging 17.1
points and 74 rebounds per game to earn
her third-consecutive All-NSIC First Team
selection while being named to the All-
Central Region Second Team for the second-
straight year.

After receiving her bachelor’s degree in
biology from Concordia in 2015, Whiting
went on to earn a Master's of Physician
Assistant Studies degree from University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse. She works as a family
medicine physician assistant at Aspirus

St. Luke's in her hometown of Ashland,
Wisconsin where she resides with her
husband and son.
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One of the most dominant defensive
specialists in the history of Concordia
volleyball, Megan (Graham) Stine helped
CSP win four consecutive NSIC titles was a
crucial component in the rise of Golden
Bear volleyball.

Stine immediately earned a spot as
Concordia’s starting libero in her freshman
season of 2003, tallying 486 digs (3.74 per set),
32 assists, and three service aces in a season
that saw the Golden Bears clinch their first-
ever NSIC title and reach the NCAA Division

[l Championship match for the first time in
school history. As a sophomore, she once
again led the team with 503 digs (4.26 per set)
in a year where the Bears claimed another
NSIC regular season crown while also winning
the NSIC Tournament for the first time.

Stine’s upward trajectory continued in her
junior season of 2005, tallying 588 digs (4.67
per set) to help Concordia claim NSIC titles

in both the regular season and conference
tournament yet again, en route to a second
NCAA Region Tournament title and Elite Eight
appearance. She finished her career on a high
note in 2006, logging 637 digs (4.86 per set),
a mark that still stands as the third highest in
a single-season in program history nearly two
decades later.
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MEGAN (GRAHAM) STINE
B.A.'07 - Volleyball

With Stine leading defensive efforts,
Concordia produced a 134-15 record in

her four years, including four NSIC regular
season championships, two NCAA regional
championships, two appearances at the
NCAA Division Il Elite Eight and a national
runner-up finish while finishing each season
ranking No. 7 in the nation or better in the
final poll. CSP produced three-straight perfect
NSIC seasons and went 61-1 in her four years
in conference play.

After receiving her Bachelor of Arts in
Elementary Education from CSP in 2007, Stine
remained at Concordia where she went on to
earn a Master of Arts in Education in 2013.

Stine has worked as a middle school
language arts teacher for 18 years, with all but
one of those years at Wayzata West Middle
School. She currently teaches seventh grade
language arts, where she is responsible for
delivering engaging and standards-based
instruction that enhances students’ reading,
writing, speaking/listening, and critical
thinking skills. She resides in Golden Valley,
Minnesota with her husband, Paul, and
daughter, Etta.



A four-year starting outside hitter for the
Golden Bears, Valerie (Olson) Verley was a
key force in Concordia’s early success at the
NCAA Division Il level and helped lay the
foundation for the program’s rise to national
prominence.

Verley was quick to make an impact as a
freshman, tallying 251 kills (2.59 per set) and
229 digs in her first season at Concordia.

In her sophomore season, Verley logged
317 kills (2.38 per set) and 155 digs while
helping the Golden Bears win the NSIC and
advance all the way to the NCAA national
championship match, both program firsts.

Verley and the Golden Bears sustained their
success in the following years as Concordia
once again won the NSIC and reached the
NCAA Tournament in both 2004 and 2005.
As a junior, Verley finished with 324 kills (3.34
per set) and 87 digs. In her final season, she
put together a career year with 439 kills
(3.57 per set) and 130 digs while leading
Concordia to another region championship
and Elite Eight appearance.

During her tenure, the Golden Bears
produced four-straight 20-plus win seasons,
a 118-21 overall record, 56-6 NSIC record
with three conference championships and
a pair of perfect league records, two region

championships and a national runner-up finish.

VALERIE (OLSON) VERLEY
B.A.'06 - Volleyball

After graduating from Concorda in 2006,
Verley went on to obtain her master's
degree in recreation management from the
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in 2007.
Her first full-time job brought her back

to CSP where she worked as the assistant
athletic director for compliance. She later
transitioned to a role with the City of Eden
Prairie Parks & Recreation Department where
she held various positions for more than 14
years. Recently, she co-founded a property
management business, Verlstad LLC, where
she works as a project manager.

Verley met her husband, Kyle, a former
running back on the Concordia football team,
while they were both student-athletes at CSP.
The pair resides in Shakopee, Minnesota with
their two sons, Weston and Ellis.
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PAST RECIPIENTS

1992

Robert Barnes

Julius Clausen, HS '67
John Hendrickson, BA '62
Paul Hinrichs, HS 43, 45
Jackson Hicks, BA '79
Edward McBrayer, BA ‘81
Cindy Pummill, BA '78
Joel Schuldheisz, BA '78
Richard Siebert, '28

Paul Stor

1994

Mike Bailey, BA 71

Wayne Coburn, BA '71

Cynthia (Wulf) McGrath, BA '80
Linda (Voetberg) Paschka, BA '78
Karl Petzke, HS '51, BA '53

Mark Schultz, BA'78

Jack Surridge

1996

John Felten, BA 61

Darrell Golnitz, BA '71

Connie (Michna) Huberty, BA ‘85
Dave Reimnitz, BA '81

Dave Ruthenbeck, BA '58
Rhonda (Hintz) Whitcomb,BA '84
Walter Engelhardt

1998

John Paul Chiapuzio
Richard Cloeter, BA '68
Douglas Fuchs, BA 73
Connie Kiedrowski, BA '88
David Marth, BA '67
Randall Neal, BA '72
Christine (Alsbury) Piepkorn, BA '86
Ronald Rall, BA '67

Carol (Moss) Rose, BA '79
Tim Walther, BA '86

2000

Richard Barnes

Barb (Beise) Sherwood, BA '87
Charles Brehmer , HS '55, BA '57
Dan Erdman, BA '83

Ruth (Wagner) Hagenow, BA '80
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Deborah Harms, BA '86
Rev. H. William Lieske, '35
Curt Stoltenow, BA '66
Tyrone Strickland, BA '82

2002

Dennis Getzlaff

Sandra Hammes, BA '88
Debra Kelzer, BA ‘82
Joseph LaBuda, BA '84
Joseph Langevin, BA '92
Ward Maser, BA '79
Susan (Maslowski) Farinacci, BA ‘92
Kevin Pattain, BA '84
John Rohwer, BA '66°
Dana Schmid, BA 91
Mark Young, BA '78

2004

Randolph Brooks, BA '84
Joseph F. Florez Jr, BA '94
Shelley (Weber) Krueger, BA '89
Lonn Maly, BA ‘81

Kurt Niebuhr, BA 79

Jodi (Sieling) Nilsen, BA '93
Angie (Jacox) Patterson, BA '94
Carol Petrich, BA '67

Michael O'Keefe, BA '93

Carrie Rindal, BA '93

2006

Tracy (Andersen) Olson, BA '87
Richard Danowsky, HS '60

Maurice Goldhammer , HS '57, BA '59
Mary Langholz, BA 74

Heather (Miller) Whitcomb, BA '95
Joel Schuessler, BA '82

Kyle Timmer, BA '94

Marlin Zobel, HS 48, JC '50

2008

Marla (Garbers) Anderson, BA ‘95
Louis Carter, BA '82

Jeff Chamberlain, BA '98

Tom Cross

Kenneth Kaden

Steve Mudgett, BA '95

Kelli (Strehlo) Schunk,BA '98



PAST RECIPIENTS cont.

Mark Sikich, BA '83

Eric Schutte, BA 98
Naomi Stohlmann, BA '98
Dustin Trombley, BA '94
James Wilson, BA 79

2010

Renae (Brehmer) Fox, BA 92
Scott Hollingsworth, BA 99
Don Hunter, BA'80

Roger Lind

Dave Johnson, BA '98
Howard Patten, JC '56
Dennis Wilken, BA ‘81

2012

Karen (Koegel) Chamberlain BA '97
Andrew Fleischman, BA '01

Dan O'Brien

Paul Roth, BA '75

2014

Ron Braatz, HS BA '60

Lisa (Harfield) Borowitz, BA '03
Dean Mills, BA 92

2016

Paige Dopp, BA 02, MA'09

Ted Ihns, BA '89

Brian Jamros BA ‘05, MA 08, MBA "12

Joe Peters, BA '04

Jennifer Pozzani, BA '05

Eric Quarberg, BA '06

Kristen (Schmidt) Soukup, BA '06, MA '08
Galen Wetzell, BA'06

2018

Brian Doyle, BA '05

James McNear I, BA 07

Chris Washington, BA '04

Jessica (Lucia) Bray, BA '07

Philip Fandrei, HS '57

Katie (LaViolette) Fischer, BA'08, MA '09
Amanda (Behnke) Johnson, BA ‘08, MA "14
Jill Kalvik, BA '05

Cailin (Terhaar) Minor, BA '06

Joy (Wubben) Tietz, BA '05

Galen Wetzell, BA '06

2019

George Altendorfer Jr, BA 79
Emily (Shoop) Bredeson, BA '04
Joe Mapson, BA 05

Joseph Mapson, BA '05

Mark Marxhausen, BA '81
Kelsey Kyro Peel, BA '06

Jacob Schmidt, BA 09

Maria (Steinhagen) Sperl, BA ‘09
Kyle Warren, BA '07

Amanda Yurek, BA '08

2020

Kawaskii Bacon, BA ‘09

Anna (Bjorlin) Graves, BA 10

Sadie (Kessler) Murphy, BBA 10

Tia (Lindberg) Schlundt, BA ‘05, MBA 14
Maggie McNamara, BA 10
Whitney Meierotto-Simon, BBA ‘09
Adrian Perryman, BA ‘07, MBA 18
Tyrone Ruffin, BA ‘09, MA "12

Mary (Slinger) Heiken, BA ‘10

Russ Schwichtenberg, BA ‘83

2021

David Golnitz, BA '73

Ron Hilk, BA ‘73

Travis Johansen, BA ‘07
Jonathan Breitbarth, BA ‘98
Emily (Palkert) Davis, BA ‘11
Brenden Furrow, BA 10

Craig Heiman, BA 10

Sami Mattson, BA ‘11

Janet (Brownawell) Smith, BA ‘03

2022

Megan (Carlson) Brown, B.A."12

Bryan Lippincott, B.B.A."12

Katie (Anderson) McKenzie, B.S. 12
John Sieling, B.A.'73

Jacquelyn (Hauser) Snodgrass, B.A.'09
Stanley Tischer, B.A. 81

Diahn Zeon, Jr, B.A."12
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2023

Ellie (Duffy) Richards, B.A."12
Charles Gilbert, B.A."12

Cassie (Haag) Lindblom, B.A."13
Amanda (Olsen) Peterson, B.S."13
Eric Power, B.A.'07

Tom Rubbelke

Tre Sayles, B.A.'09

Joe Shallenberger, Jr, B.A.'04
Hillary (Johnson) Williams, B.A.'08

2024

Amanda (Konetchy) Bloomer, B.A. 14
Geoff Bray, B.A.'06

Candace (Olstad) Dudley, B.A.'09, M.A. 12
Matthew Eicheldinger, B.A. ‘09, M.A. 12
Kayla Koenecke, B.B.A."14

Mark “Lunch” McKenzie

Kyle Marxhausen, B.A. ‘07

John Pimental, B.A."10

Jonathan Smothers, B.A. ‘80

Nate Thienes, B.A. 13
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